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Mr. Arthur R. Tumnes:
pv 0' Boa 201
Florala, Almbama 34442

Dear bir. Turnen

m-umunmd’tQMmhaiﬁmmpuﬁnw
Federal acknowledginent of the Principal Creek Indian Nation East of the
Mississippl. As required by the Federal acknowledgment regulations (25 CFKR
54), the Acknowledgmend staft has reviewed the petition fo¢ obvicus deflciencies-
and significant amissions.

Although the. petition has obvieusly been prepared with a great deal of effort,
there are several areas where additiomal discussion and documentation are
necessary 1o strengthen the petition.. We have cutlined these areas below In
order to give you an oppertunity to provide additional materials and clarification
before your petition is placed under active consideration.

There is essestially ne pre-19638 history of the group which relates to criteria
54,7(a) through (<) of the Acknowledgment regulations. A narrative history and-
supporting docwnestation shoukd be provided which traces the group's continued”
exbmmd:bwshvxtmhmwdnge«mvd&eekﬂam :

&onaued descnptmismcdedoi thecurrem group since its incorporation.
This description should discuss the kinds of busincss the counci takes care of as
well as the types of actlvities in which the tribe participates as a whole,

Any additional information which will dernonstrate that the group has been
identified as Indian by other Indian groups currently and throughout its history
would help to strengthen the petition..

More information wiil be needed to process the genealogx:al portlon of your
petition since it has not been possible to adequately identify your members using
the information provided, The information needed is discussed below:

1) Por each member on your roll who shared in Docket 21, we will
need to know thelr name as it appeared at the time they received
payment as well as the names of their parents or brothers and
sisters.,

2) A list is needed of your nembers who did not share in Docket 2i
but who have applied {or payment under Docket 275.




-3) Each” adult (over i8) member included on your roll who is not
included in items. 1 or 2 above should complete an Individual
History Chart. A sample chart is englosed.

Mailing addresses for all members are needed to strengthen your petition. After
the petition has been placed under active consideration, additional documenta-
tion may be requested for members who have not or will not receive payment
under Dockets 21 or 275. ‘

“Enclosed are two policy letters which may help to ‘explain the acknowledgment
process further and to clarify the type of information needed to strengthen your.
petition. .

This initial review of the group's petition does not constitute active considera-
tion, nor is it a determination of the group's status. It is a notification of the
_obvious deficiencies found in the initial review of the petition as required by 25
CFR 54.9(b). The group may withdraw its entire petition or a portion of it at
this time for further work, or it may submit additional information or clariflca-
tion which will reinforce the areas in which the staff has noted obyvious
deficiencies.

The Acknowledgment staff will be in touch with you by telephone to discuss the
specific materials needed to strengthen the petition and will try to help you find
professiona.l assistance should you feel it necessary. In the meantime, if you
have questions, please write to the Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 1951
_Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20245, Attention:- Federal
' Acknowledgment Project, or contact the Acknowledgment staff at (703) 235-
-2360. '

Sincetely,
(Sgd) P~'nh Reeser

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs

_Enclosures

cc: ~ Governor Forrest James, Jrs - :
Attorney General Charles Graddick
Claude Cox a
. Eastern Area Office . R
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